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Harlequin® VRE Chromogenic Agar (NCM1014)

Intended Use
Vancomycin-Resistant Enterococcus (VRE) Chromogenic Agar is used to detect vancomycin-resistant
enterococci.

Description
Enterococci are bacteria found in the human digestive and female genital tracts, although they do not

pose a threat to healthy people. Infections occur more commonly in people who are hospitalized and who
may be more susceptible to infection. Health professionals use vancomycin as an antibiotic to treat
infections but, upon exposure to it, some bacteria will develop vancomycin-resistance. Enterococci are
particularly interesting because, as with many of their bacterial counterparts, they can resist different
forms of antibiotic treatment, including vancomycin, usually the last resort for resistant infections.

The medium contains the necessary nutrients for the development of vancomycin-resistant enterococcus.
The chromogenic substrate produces colonies which are greenish-blue in color and the inhibitors in the
medium prevent the growth of accompanying flora. Vancomycin inhibits all Enterococcus faecalis
susceptible to it.

Typical Formulation

Growth Factors 41.0 g/L
Sodium Chloride 15.0 g/L
Chromogenic Substrate and Inhibitors 0.48 g/L
Vancomycin 5mg
Agar 15.0 g/L

Final pH: 7.1 £ 0.2 at 25°C
Formula may be adjusted and/or supplemented as required to meet performance specifications.

Precaution
1. Referto SDS

Preparation
1. Suspend 71.5 grams of the medium in one liter of purified water.

2. Heat with frequent agitation and boil for one minute to completely dissolve the medium. AVOID
OVERHEATING. DO NOT AUTOCLAVE.
3. Cool to 45-50°C.

Test Procedure
Inoculate on the surface and incubate at 35 + 2°C for 18-24 hours.

Quality Control Specifications
Dehydrated Appearance: Powder is homogeneous, free flowing and beige.

Prepared Appearance: Prepared medium is slightly opalescent and amber.

Minimum QC:

Enterococcus faecalis ATCC 51299 Good growth Greenish-blue colonies
Enterococcus faecalis ATCC 29212 Inhibited

Enterococcus faecium ATCC 19434 Inhibited

Escherichia coli ATCC 25922 Inhibited

Staphylococcus aureus ATCC 25923 Inhibited
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Culture Media

Results
Organism Growth Colony Color
Enterococcus faecium Inhibited Pink
Enterococcus faecalis ATCC 29212 Inhibited Dark blue
Enterococcus faecalis ATCC 19433 Inhibited Dark blue
Enterococcus faecalis ATCC 33186 Inhibited Light brown
Enterococcus faecalis ATCC 51299 Good Green/blue
Escherichia coli Inhibited Light blue
Enterobacter aerogenes Inhibited Amber
Staphylococcus aureus Inhibited Amber
Salmonella typhimurium Inhibited Amber
Expiration

Refer to expiration date stamped on the container. The dehydrated medium should be discarded if not
free flowing or appearance has changed from the original color. Expiry applies to medium in its intact
container when stored as directed.

Limitations of the Procedures
Due to nutritional variation, some strains may be encountered that grow poorly or fail to grow on this
medium.

Storage
Store dehydrated culture media at 2-8°C away from direct sunlight. Once opened and recapped, place

container in a low humidity environment at the same storage temperature. Protect from moisture and light
by keeping container tightly closed.
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